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Uveal melanoma (Definitions 2024)

Uveal melanoma: KP-HED; a neoplasm caused by malignant 
transformation of melanocytes in the iris. Occurs with a higher than normal 
incidence in the Labrador Retriever. Left untreated it may result in secondary 
glaucoma. Without a histological examination, an iris melanoma cannot be 
differentiated from a benign melanocytoma in every case. A distinction may 
become possible depending on the further development.

Marianne Richter, Dipl ECVO



Uveal melanoma (Guidelines 2024)

Uveal melanoma
• In specific breed (Labrador Retriever): If there are typical "clinical" signs of an 

uveal melanoma (raised, black-brown, more or less circumscribed) lesion in 
the iris or choroidea whose growth has been noted), at "18. Other": "Uveal 
melanoma" is used (on paper: written) and the box "affected" is ticked. 
If a small, non-raised pigmentation in the iris or choroidea is noticed for the 
first time, at "18. Other": "Uveal melanoma" is used (on paper: written), the 
box “undetermined” is ticked and “re-examination after 12 months or if 
earlier, then by the chief panelist/panel” mentioned in the descriptive 
comments field (on paper: written); 
If the lesion remains unchanged or increases in size but still non-raised at 
following examinations, tick “undetermined” and use (on paper: write) in 
“descriptive comments”: “iris or choroidea: pigmented lesion– to be 
observed”; 
If the lesion becomes raised, tick “affected”.

• In other breeds the heredity of uveal melanomas is at present not 
presumed: use (on paper: write) in “descriptive comments”: “iris or 
choroidea: pigmented lesion– to be observed”;
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Labrador Retriever, m, 5 
months

In specific breed (Labrador Retriever): If there are typical "clinical" signs of an 
uveal melanoma (raised, black-brown, more or less circumscribed) lesion in 
the iris or choroidea whose growth has been noted), at "18. Other": "Uveal 
melanoma" is used (on paper: written) and the box "affected" is ticked.

Slide: Johannes Thal
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xUveal melanoma

In specific breed (Labrador Retriever): 
heredity of iris melanoma is presumed

Labrador Retriever, 
m, 5 months



Labrador Retriever
f, 3 years

Labrador Retriever
m, 10 months

In specific breed (Labrador Retriever): If a small, non-raised pigmentation in 
the iris or choroidea is noticed for the first time, at "18. Other": "Uveal 
melanoma" is used (on paper: written), the box “undetermined” is ticked and 
“re-examination after 12 months or if earlier, then by the chief panelist/panel” 
mentioned in the descriptive comments field (on paper: written); 

Slides: Birgit Lohmann
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xUveal melanoma

In specific breed (Labrador Retriever): 
heredity of iris melanoma is presumed

Labrador Retriever, 
m, 10 months

18. Undetermined: re-examination after 12 months 
or if earlier, then by the chief panelist/panel



In specific breed (Labrador Retriever): If the lesion remains unchanged or 
increases in size but still non-raised at following examinations, tick 
“undetermined” and use (on paper: write) in “descriptive comments”: “iris 
or choroidea: pigmented lesion– to be observed”; 
If the lesion becomes raised, tick “affected”.
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xUveal melanoma

In specific breed (Labrador Retriever): 
heredity of iris melanoma is presumed

Labrador Retriever, 
m, 10 months

18. Undetermined: re-examination after 12 months 
or if earlier, then by the chief panelist/panel

Iris: pigmented lesion – to be observed



Uveal melanoma (Guidelines 2024)

Uveal melanoma
• In other breeds the heredity of uveal melanomas is at present not 

presumed: use (on paper: write) in “descriptive comments”: “iris or 
choroidea: pigmented lesion– to be observed”;
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Australian Shepherd, f, 
17 months old Slides: Birgit Lohmann

Boerbol, f, 10 months OS & OD
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Iris: pigmented lesion– to be observed

In other breeds (except Labrador Retriever) 
the heredity of uveal melanomas is at present 
not presumed: 

Australian Shepherd, 
f, 17 months old


