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CHINESE CRESTED DOG (CCD) 

Chorioretinopathy; primary retinal disease 
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Clinical description  
In early disease, in 3-4-years-old dogs of both sexes, bilateral and mainly symmetrical retinal circular  

abnormalities of variable sizes are observed. These are slightly pigmented and appear dounut-like. The 

changes progress slowly with more lesions spreading centrally. Areas in between lesions are usually 

hyporeflective. ERGs are not diagnostic in early disease. Morphology shows severe alterations at the  

level of the retinal pigment epithelium (RPE); there are focal areas with increased layering of RPE cells 

and detachment of individual or groups of RPE cells with migration into the neuroretina. The disease is 

slowly progressive and in some cases, the disorder leads to visual impairment or blindness.  
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